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Insanity Pleas in Murder Cases.
The «aensational climax.or ar.ti-cli-

-iti the Thaw case ought to force a

.re in the fonn of verdict given in
;er tria!? jn which the defendant sets

tip tl ! insanity. "Not guilty be¬
cause insai e" is a finding altogether un-

ed by rea.-«»ti or experience. It is a

rival from a period when insanity was

»stood than it is to-day and
when a more perstitious allow-

was made for what was considered
the mysterious affliction of madness.

. of tho.-e who have escaped the
ilty of murdi roui acti on the plea of

lity have been sufficiently sane to

o that they were yielding to crimi-
i.al promptings. Most of them have
satisfied some gn¿dge or been actuated

¦me natural motive in selecting their
victima. It is irrational in such cases to

Mink the fact of criminal intention and
crimina! responsibility merely because

defence is set up of erratic mentality
or emotional derangen-

Last year a committee of the State
}l*ir Association presented a report in
which it was sensibly held that the as-

I inability of a defendant claiming
t«. be insane to distinguish between right

! and wrong was an exploded theory. A
who commits murder may be patho-

¡j »ally abnormal and yet be legally
and morally responsible. He may be

criminologically sane, though medically a

.ive. It is ?.;i absurdity to acquit
him of a criminal charge on the theory
that he was insane when the crime was

mitted, while admitting that his state

ind is such that ho may readily
lish his sanity after a brief deten-
in an insane asylum.

"The proper way to proceed against
of this class is to try them

and if allowance is to be
r an abnormal mental condition

t that .? qualify the ordinary
wdict of guilty. "Guilty and insane" is

:i fa¡4 verdict than
guilty ! " The addi-

..! fin'ling of derangement would
ml the normal .entence so long

a-, the « refrained from
tryi' in his liberty by re-estal
lishing his sanity, it would also permit

be carried into
were proven on
.- before a judge

¡ury.
The committee of the State Bar

.. fact, recommended that uch
ity should revivo thi

k sentence. At present
Ii is usually the desper

.^ nal who e acl hat
purpose and a cleai

correlati« i nd effect. < lui
lure puts a premium

on this sort of chicanery. We should
lake that premium away by ceasing to

.v a finding of insanity to override a

finding of «guilt.

How the Orduna Escaped.
It it i all unlikely, as Captain
T*y] the Orduna

ition of her
part . f the submarine com-

; wore «»:..

ack of this kind; the
and there wa.-> win«!

ct-ou of th
had doubtless been lying

in wait a "got within range
i all accounts, a

was kept, yet nothing
the wake of the torped ap-

of the rud-
m which the tor-

i't" curse, not
cactly, bul even su]

a raiscalcu-
of two knots m the speed of the

<>r.hn.a would be sufficient to account for
her narrow escape. The German was

r an attack at right angle«
dm would, of course, have been

early amidships
le. I!» may have approached

from a considerable
«. probabilities are that he

path of the Orduna
íinn» the tit.he was first sighted. « ap
tain Taylor thinks the periscope would
not base been more than "a few inches

water." The wake of the toi p do
for about two hundred yard.-..

¡I may be assumed that the attack
so, a slight

mistake in .«¦ speed <>f the
Orduna w« to insure her «escape

it' the torpi «In being probably
forty knots or

I» v. «as eight n 'fore the subma-
an a mile off on the

te and then Captain
Taylor took the wise cou rdering
th«; fullest ressure of steam and
altering hi bring the
Milimarine directly a.-«teni and off« j a-

t*iiiall a target as possible. Some weeks
ago there was an account of a German
submarine thq£ rose from the submerged!

condition with a gun nlreaily in position
: r«l ready foT action, but apparently In
this eise the gun had to be brought up
and mounted. The delay was fortunate,
and the superior speed «if tho Orduna.
with the pluck and presence of mind of
Ut« captain and crew, insure«! her escape.

Mr. James's Threatened Defection.
From the opening «lays of the war tho9«'

persons most put out by the policy 01

neutrality whú-h the United States haa
«ought to maintain have been not French¬
men nor Englishmen, nor even (¡ermans.
but Americans resident abroad. Mr. Henry
James may share their indignation, bul
'the report that it has impelled him to the
point of renouncing: his citizenship and
becoming an English subject will occasion
some surprise. Mr. James seems hardly
one to act thus impulsively unless and
this is perhaps not unlikely.the Ameri¬
can failure to protest against German
atrocities in Flr.nders and France has
ciime in the nature of a last straw to a

man so passionately fond of the mother
country.

Hut only this spring the distinguished
novelist, as chairman of the American
Volunteer Motor Ambulance Corps, sub¬
mitted to interviews, in which he indicated
a pride in the generous, quick and emi-
nently efficient response his countrymen
had made to the opportunity for humane
'service on the Continent. "We Ameri¬
cans," said he, "are as little neutral as

possible where any aptitude for any ac¬

tion, of whatever kind, that affirms life
land freshly and inventively exemplifies it,
instead of overwhelming and undermining

jit, is concerned." A very pretty little
compliment, indeed, phrased in the best
Jacobean manner. And Americans have
not abated a jot their indulgence in this

type of unneutraüty, while approaching
ever nearer the point of abandoning neu¬

trality of every sort.
Can't Mr. James be persuadpd at least

to await the outcome of our present nego¬
tiations with Germany? His countrymen
would regret to sec the bond of citizen¬

ship still binding him to them snapped.
As one of their few distinguished men of
letters remaining in a material age, how-
ever incorrigible an expatriate, they cling
to him as Europe does to her old masters
lured by American gold. And in this

j fateful hour of history they need him and
need him sadly. For, wofully unprepared
as they are to match the Germans In sub¬
marines and heavy ordnance should war

result, their lack of cultural artillery
seems even more scandalous. When (¡cr¬
inan professors open upon us with the

es and works of German philoso¬
phers, historians and assorted intellects
to prove our unfitness to survive, how

crippled will be our response without
Henry James, each of whose later books
Bhould bo able to paralyze a regiment!

Becoming an American.
It may be that Americans have had too

¡complacent a view of the mental struggle
involved in forswearing a foreign alle¬
giance to an American citizen.
W« are apt to think, perhaps, that the

i.; tori obvious a oni

of the immigrant p« ant, or

for that matter of the immigi
luch like exchanging the

Middle Ages d.v the Twentieth Century
of heart seal or the

Mr. Gt ido !'
et forth in his

"Greenwich Vill ch«
.' us.

Ar.in» char-

Mr. Bruno, a v<

"I v

of the lan had Hvi «1

'land worked and I d for," he
writes. Hu», even here, in his sudden

y, Mr. Bruno
dien heritage of ai tradition,

\\ <¦ Americans, past ionately
[ us are, never completely yie

selves to personal leadership. We
no princes, not even in our imaginai
The writer continues:

rk m a

d desired to mal

ip of paper he I I re

tod, black on white, glaiing
had to renounce the so«,

abject I then was,
moments in the life of ever)

ing when his brain works with
hurrifying alacrity. emories,
¡vivid pictures of scenes » left an

shoot

of yeai Si
k m our lives. I» l.r.;.:i, t¡,-«]

to nu-. Iri the clerk's ofl'icT, whip 1
ooking at the d.!' the

the oath and to be done with me, I
aw mysel (

I Raw roy s< :f as a youth in uniform
sword swearing ai

j king, How in t .Me that
'««nth \v,ix| "During day and nigh!
read*, "in water and on land, in peace and
in war, will I follow bis leadership, will 1 be

to him. aga I her and
my brothers will 1 be loyal to him."

then I linni«;ht how I had been e«i
cated at his exp«

im, how I had to thank him indi¬
rectly t"<>r my college and for my un
education. An«! 1 thought of mj

father and of all in; -, and I
who wore his

ipenl their lives in his aerviee, ¡.: ..

thought in less than a minute, an.l I to.d the
¡clerk that I would conn* back on ano:;«

to sign my declaration of intention.

The young man went hack in a few «'ays
ade iiis declaration, hut onlj ..

¦i with himself in his hall bed¬
room. And ii«' made it because he had

«¦i, «I thai in becoming an American
i;«- would be -"lin- a coemoj the

er of a community which drew its
s from all lands and all races His

ii undoubtedly akin to that of
the young graduate who steps nom the
institution to which he has pledgt
loyalty out Inl ¦ world compos ¡d of jrad-

of countless institutions.a natural
progression.
And it has endured with him as the

guiding principle and explanation of his
conduct to this day, for he inhls:

We, the deSMBdaata of .." nations of the
world, feel to-day better than ever tliHt to be
American mean» to be cosmopolitan. And
while we ra^e agiiin-t thin nation or that

Mr. ii we forget above all the most vital
tiling in life: good taste. We, who are

brothel citizen* of the descendant» of all
nation*, cannot, now or ever in the future,
speak ill of any nation without hurtini* the

feelings of a descendant of that nntion who
breathes our American sir and who may be

titting at our table.

This sensitiveness to an old allegiance
and the ideal of American citizenship to

which it gives rise in this instance form
an interesting human document. But
'though they may possibly explain the
hyphen, they do not excuse it. True
Americanism is of a sterner hrand than
the polite cosmopolitanism of which Mr.
Bruno speaks, else our forefathers would
never have turned upon their prince to

wrest from him with the sword the oppor¬
tunity for cosmopolitan development so

much admired. It includes hair tri'/ger
resentment at the slightest hint of aggres¬
sion or meddlesomeness from no matter
what foreign quarter. It ignor *a origins
and princes. It recognizes only one set

of institutions, one country.
Hard as Mr. Bruno's ordeal was he

seems not yet to have hecomea full-fled.i
American. Let him try again!

Secretary Garrison's Programme.
There is one mate of the ship of state

who shares to a superlative degree the
confidence of the people. He is the Hon.
Lindley M. Garrison, Secretary of War.

Quietly, unobtrusively, diligently, he has
attended to the duties of his post while
laboring ever in Cabinet councils for the
supremacy of common sense over incense
and nonsense. In the utter rout of the
prince of peacemakers and in the new

vision come to Daniels he has hegun to
see the triumph in part of his sane influ¬
ence. He fully deserves the confidence
he has won.

It will he well, therefore, for Congress
when it meets again to treat with much
greater respect than last fall Mr. Garrí-
son's well considered plans for the in-
crease and improvement of the regular
army and national guard. The country
wants preparedness. There can be no

two opinions on that point. As to the de¬
gree of military strength necessary "that
is a matter," as the Secretary himself
says, "on which the average American
will surely he prepared to take the exp«Tt
opinion of the General Staff and the War

I College [indorsed by Mr. Garrison],
which are in possession of all the fact:-.
.o enable them 1o say authoritatively
what minimum preparations should be
made for our national defence and lay
the basis for a settled military policy."

Secretary Garrison will ask Congress
for money ami legislation to enable him

increase the regular army to 140,000
officers and men an«! the national guard
to 270,000 officers and men, the combined
force of 410,000 hoinrr, in his judgment, a

safe nucleus of trained soldiers for emer¬

gencies. It will go hard, we predict, with
the Congressmen who seriously oppo-e
the accomplishment «if this programme.
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t reflect the 1
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Y.iu me greatly mistaken if you
all native Americans are sal
one i id» «' ne« items and ....¦i - 1 he Trib¬
une has been printing for some time i-,-.

J. BOCKHILL
Tine Hill, N. Y., July 12, 1915.

NEWSPAPER STANDARDS
-

Much Praise and Some Criticism
from a Tribune Reader.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The Tribune is good paper; I think

the best morning paper in New York. I read
it every «lay, and from what I can see in the
cars its circulation must be growing. But
The Tribune has an honored name and tradi¬
tions second to no paper in the t'nited States,
and so it seems to me it assumes obligations
to do things that make only for higher ¡deals
in journalism and in every other walk of life.
The liberality and progresslvness of its

policy in giving the public the work of

Simonds, F. P, A., Briggs, Rice and all the
ethers Whs make its columns a daily treat
must endear it to its rea«lers, and the cam

pnign for decency in advertising that it con¬

ducts through Mr. Adams is inspiring.
Hut why, oh, why, does a paper that has

so much goo«! in it sink to the level of the
I cheapest yellows by flooding its columns with
the disgusting sensationalism of the Thaw
'rase? Mr. Adams frequently uses the deadly
[parallel in his criticisms of the Bearal papen
for the inconsistency of their ciimlenination
of drug and other fakers in their editorial
columns and taking the money of similar
Ifakeri in their advertising columns, and the
same criticism can justly be made of The
Tribune in printing a clever cartoon ami a

line or two showing the public's weariness of
the Thaw casi« on its editorial page and then
devoting many columns of space and two big
pictures to the same case on its news page*.

I know that the function of a newspaper is
to print news and that tha Thaw case is
news, but surely The Tribune's readers woulil
be well satisfied with a brief resume of the
neu « "f tha ease. The Tribune surely cannot
feel thai its readers arc interested in a pict¬
ure «if Mr. Thaw eating watermelon, and if

by any chance some of them are interested
in the mawkilb details of this tawdry mess

ii piper ihiit can run an editorial like "<>n

te I»;<\" ought to be glaii of the chance
it has to give the public decent things to

think of an«l ili.-rmirnge whatever popular la-
there may he in «uch news.

It must be peaslble, it seem-; to me, fo.- the
ame ideals to dominate both the e«litnrial
and the news pages. The Tribune has «et

its standard high, and its readers will back
it up if it keeps that standard high in every
line it prints. EUGENE 8. S. MOSES.
New York, July IT, 1916.

Music to Him.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your paper is getting more and more

interesting. Your daily editorials on the war

,itice the Fourth of July have been written

by a master mind; too bad they are not

signed. Your previous leaders were just as

hiph spirited, but not so numerous. Many of
them I send to friends here and abroad. I
cut out "On Bastile Day" and mailed it with

letter to France, to be published in papers
there. When reading this article I imagined
I heard the trail the patriotic hymns 0Í
the French Revolution: "Par la voix du canon

d'alarme," "Ca ira" and "La Maraeil
though thi ««.ni" «nit after the ilastile days.
How ¡nipiring! I thank you for giving ¡roui
reader! mch high-aonled leaders, 1 hope thev
will appear aome day in book form aa a

monument to The Tribune*! patriotiim and
fair-mindedneaa, a-* oppoaed to barbariira,
vandaliim and despotism in this calamity
¦tarted by the German war party.
TOUR ('(INSTANT AND APPRECIATIVE

READER.
New York, July I«, 1015.

Praise Italy, Too!
« or of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial of a few dayi ago, "On
Baatile Day," is admirable. No question thai

the world of uto
'¦.n and benefited mankind in thi war

:. l w.-ii.t in rail your attention to the fac'
well written editorial on what Italy

I would

V j u t -'1 me, pl«'.-i:-e. where ! .

vould I"- if d to 1 :-il ill my of
o:i the Italian frontier il Italy

enemies?
tood Gei man and Italian

When w« rid b had Italy not b .¦

,i many wai aimii
':

if about
the 1

t arm;
Franc«. I ¦-¦ man dream

of v.iuId «1 "nil.ion realized, riierei

for what -h" tood, but also
her Latin lister, which hai also con

.'..«r of ! bei
i York. July IT, 1915. V. CALCAGNO.

"Stand by the President."
To the of The Tribu

S:r: Your "Stand by the President" has
the ipiril of 1861.
We will! A Lincoln Republican ia«

me m my view. The Republicana there
...... ...

t Mr. V
I Lincoln.

impreai ui as being
te, but « re when liberty ii

. I at.i sure our confidence in Ameri-
m will be L" it fled H. H SMITH.

New 1915.

"Salve on the Wounds of France."
if The Tribuí

Sir: I, tne daughtei of ¦ Frenchman,
thank you for the wonderful article "0

¦¦" The m. more

am sure it will
be like a

" Fl II .-.-,' |.. Mardi! in hi!
to-day do« nol r< alise what

E. E. ('.
«« m York, July 16, 1915

Wants It Republishod.
To the Editor of Th<» Tribune.

Sir: \\ 'ni:.: yon b g« o ei ouj
lish your «

Day"? R i, SH I
x' t*. 3., July 16, 1915

Gorman Callousness.
T: il une.

Sir: It hi somt

it the rack ami file, boi
would

to luppren natural human
en up all will ol

.'ill of their ruler, that th-
I free men

I
in th"

infliction c

¦one in «perfect col«i !.. \

....

the man, *.

le thi K 1er." And not or.iy h
tut his mind and hit heart; he think
he is told to 'h.nk, and to feel -or cease to

is he has been ordered to.
AN AMERICAN WOMAN.

)p Woodmount, Conn., July 13. 1915.

"thF postscript.

UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

[tl Formation Should Be Urged by
America.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The greal difllci curing peace

between tl e ¦¦ irring nations in Europe iv
probably due to the impossibility of rea.il-
justing the map satisfactorily to »11 con¬
cerned and to the disagreement about In¬
demnities. II seems, therefore, .--. ¡:-.h!e to
'eliminate all those knotty questions for the
present an«! -'art peace negotiations with a

view to b« ich and all of the bel¬
ligen

a j ear, no 01 >¦ can «"¡th an

the war si,oui«! be prolonged, except Ih«
plete exhaustion if no! the destru
the warring nation». To ; ».« ha ca-

-. be opportune -it this
time
a hall :i such con
¦is all part: .- concerned could honorably ac-

I.uld eei
the ment I

ible 'o onsider the |

undci
ind as

ipital.
.« nove could idered in-

ii, but
:ive i«« bene¬

ficial result pie of the war¬

ring ;. tired of tl war and
id I linated

n -a ay thai a uld no! be ous and
mm il pride.

ihould be the first to move

for the creation of the "United States of
Europe" and thereby save what remains of
that | world's m ist intelli-

i ii hich i.» now
.inn.

Nat u rally I fa union of Eu
countries will i.

from certain quarters, but when the situation
|y comprehended by the i.pie as s

whole it w»ll be found that this plan will be
on ;.

one which would result in disarmament and
peace, « ith ret n perity,

and al tl make no further uae
.i r "si

It cena '. »top the

ÍBY.
Morristown, N .1 July !.. 191

No British-Americans.
To the Edil o «lt.. un«.

Sir: The letter of youi correspondent
"Down East" >n this morning's Tribune
makes one wonder what motive Indue«

nto print kuJking behind
anonymous names) wi'h such an utter ítcno-

«if their subject. "Down East" de-
»n't become naturalise I.

>. United Si te Government
Censu for 19 0 he will find th«
««i nal ilizal ion of white male

Germany, »''.»..«; United
di« id- «I thus England, 59.4;

Ireland, rid, ."i«'-.-'i; Wal

. in, having
. divine-

Kultur, wh
(of th Tinted

For ¦ to have
Down what the Bi

stand lly in .« p
inging h ii :«. And the

hears of British«
that they are

true to their oath and that when the\ be-
Americana».

At l.-ast there wrving
v tl Penitential ., ispoi I

to up.

.ment »h.-. ..¡; none of
»hem are under indi
trj ing .«-

can worn, n and children on th«
none of them are engaged in the smelly In
ness of con due tint- fake il Ip transfers in or
der to rament they >wor°
to uphold; the ambassador uf their former

country is not trying to instruct the Preal-
dent of the United Statei how to run

(ice 01

ire not organizing fak«
.-r fake peace loeietiei to

embarran the government they swore to up-
bold, and up to date the United Statei fov-
crnment has not had to seize a British-con¬
trolled wireless plant because OÍ cor,

ind impudent defiance of United Statt
cíale. As to the conduct of Britial
Americans in case of war, it isn't likely

hop over the border so fast, as r. th-
.1 g will suit them better than to s'ay «r:-!4.*.
here and keep an eye on below-gra
American Citizen! represented by the Ii
"Down Eaat" if he ia one). W. TANCRED.
Ntw York, July 0, 1

Life-Preserver Tradition.
To the litor une.

Sir: Would it not be ad r pas¬
senger-carrying veiieli to hoid a life-pre«
¡erver drill among their panengeri within a

short time of leaving harbor? The drill not
to he thought of as a special preparation for

iceberg! cr torp aa part o:'
the routine of life at

iccurrencea hive but too w«

trated how i are about
:. allot! d life when

they need them, and when they do get them
rive others of them, how

ire about adjuating them. peopl«
have to do for the firat timo they are ap-.

!.i inconi petent ilow.
in fetching and put'-.n;4- «"i life-pre-
they are slow, too, for anoth«

They feel about it as a mar, 1 kno \

about going to the doctor the
going is an admission of the lllnesa he has
been denying. Tutting on a life-preserver
is a recognition of danger, danger people
won't exaggerate, they say, meaning they
won't face.

If putting on a life-pre. irver wei

thought of as a laat reaort there would be
entimentality against it. «sel to a

life-preaerver drill ocean i. and m

time people on lesser cruiaea, too
to he afraid of being annul. 1". the
of life-pre ei l I .a4 of

fear :s entirely too high-priced a aent
ELSIE CLEWS PARS

Lenox, Mas-., .July 12, L915.

A Fair Suggestion.
[o the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: A man's i<l«»a of life, from his <

.-ihool daya, Is t«
rce. A woman'i
oyi first I«. to tei I her, is to con-

quer her troubles bj
ment.
Women are e

they want out of life without 'i ing main
force. This is one reason why wa
them so abhorrently useless. Let the war

advocate! remember fk.i' '.he majority
m America are women an«! children.

If men bring on war it is 'he women and
children who ate going '¦> suffer far more

'han men. If the men in our

¡cannot settle this trouble with <«
without resorting to arms It
need -i woman ::t office to teach them low.

.men :..id children of tin-,
government that

not on« rill let this nation fall
ii.to the win. calamity tl it ,.;..., possibly
¦ome to m ..

A r. preaental ida to rep

:.in know how beat to repre¬
sent the children. M. M.

Scranton, I'er.n., July 12, 1015.

How About Rosenthal'-i Wife?
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: We see so much in the papers these
of th.- extraordinär being

made to tMVa Ii. k« r from the chair ..

tile great pity for hi:, wife.
What about Roaenthal'a wife? W.

pity ihowa her, or anybody elie by
Have not the ''our ... 1,, . .

put to death? They were Beck«
do the work he would BOl .:¦.
W by should any | ,ty be shown It

only getting what hi deaervea.Was any etTort made t.« save the «gardenerwho was put to death last week tor killinghis brother-in-law? Let justice be don.»
MRS. w. r. BROUN.New York, July 12, 1j15.

V/OMEN IN EUSINESS

An Unflattering View of Thei
Value cj.nd Prospects.

To the Editor oí The Ti.bur.e.
S Will sorni.' one please explain to m

hat su mai
to engage in business, many of them

Ing what formerly were men's positions! T
riter

not be
g of he

riority, Wh; some o
i e them fron

It i: aim
to busin« si with men '"or .-.

without b<

M'.-l p«S
ai d then business women wonder wisj

men do not give them their a«

as formerly, why they roughly jo-t.c them ir
the ears sometim »o fron
bu-it.i and why they often us<

not think ol ¦ a the presence of a hoau
ii n enti relj or is ll

the avcrag*
Ig« tost

»V'hei tei ig an office for the (I

id think» «i

: by sane.
men will emoloy females in preference to

:i:t -i, know. woman cannot (¿o out
I with other men as can

:, book-
-tion, when these worn-

them do, it means that
>ncem mun go to the trouble of break-
a new woman, which takes up valuable

. i'ond woman srill
an«! s«> on. while a ira", is

t'ne cireur
up-to-date concerns will em¬

ploy femal«
Is the business woman superior to the h-.m»

o ily mi watch
spects «

masculine femal« tobeei.

that the day will come
*irtc«l, l'.mb-sho*-

real women that
itra* flippantly thing of
th. past, and tli

ice C -1

ady v ¡i» v..'.! refuse to

inl
mly tends tows I

s in ab*
p'.are themselves on the

,' then
we will . displayed by men that old'.ime

-.ce an«! ad
tal creation

a vomanl;
RAYMOND H. THURSTOK.

.V. v- V« rk, July 10, 1916.

No "Official" Blockades.
To the

S Would you kindly .

Ijmtis the exact dates of the "offi-
, -.,' and

I II publish tl
C. K. B-

New Kork, July 15, 1915.
muniqué dosing the

aras issued '¦ -.her -. Th«
il th« I'm [ales have been

German Admiralty a* a wil
i ]

For a Police Hero.
- Editor of Tl «¦ Tribune.

Sir: Allow ma to si

lice hero, irippli was punt¬
ee ef The Tribune.

If y« titien la his be-
v s'g-

I think he
some consideration from the Police l>epsrt-
ment after the noble W»| he has done his

duty. I10RBI8 LEVY.
Brooklyn, July it, loiy


